
The initial investment of installing charging stations almost always falls on the landlord as a capital

expense unless requested by a specific tenant as part of a lease negotiation. Currently, there are

many different ways landlords can add chargers to their buildings and manage the operations as

they see fit.

Based on an internal Colliers survey (including Real Estate Management Services, Office Agency

Services, and Research ), there is almost an even split among landlords on how they handle the

increased cost of electricity resulting from electric vehicle charging stations. Thirty-six percent of

landlords have drivers pay when they charge, 29% have tenants pay through Common Area

Maintenance charges, and 28% pay for it themselves as an amenity (Figure 2). “Other” was selected

by 7% of buildings responding to the survey if they had a different and more unique arrangement.
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Figure 1. Some states have more electric vehicles registered per driver than others. These are all states where there is more than one electric vehicle for

every 100 drivers. Source: Edmunds.
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When buildings have EV charging stations, the average number of chargers per 100 parking stalls is

1.5. In other words, 1.5% of parking stalls can charge an electric vehicle (assuming at least one EV

charger is in the building). As the share of EVs on the road increases, the number of charging stations

in office buildings will need to grow to accommodate demand. More and more electric vehicles are

being sold, both in raw numbers and as a percent of all vehicle sales (Figure 3, Edmunds).
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Figure 2. Landlords handle the increased cost of electricity from EV charging stations in a variety of ways. Source: Colliers.
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By 2035, the State of California, home to 39 million people, or more than 1 in 10 Americans, will

require all cars on the road to be zero emission, including electric, hybrid, and plug-in hybrid

vehicles. California typically leads the country on environmental sustainability issues, and other

states will likely follow suit.  As a result, landlords will increasingly be expected to provide the

amenity of EV Charging to their tenants as more users switch to EVs.

Patrick Duffy ›

Pat, formerly serving as the Managing Director and President of brokerage services in Houston for Colliers, has

transitioned to the role of Principal and Director. With over 41 years of experience in commercial real estate

encompassing roles as a producing broker, educator, sales manager, and managing broker, Pat brings a wealth

of expertise to the table. Prior to his tenure in Houston, Pat held the position of President at Colliers’ offices in

Tampa Bay, Orlando, and Southwest Florida, showcasing his versatile leadership across different regions.

Figure 3. Number of electric vehicle sales and percent of total sales. From Edmunds.com.

 SHARE THIS WITH YOUR FOLLOWERS

NEWSLETTER

Stay ahead of the curve in commercial real estate

Receive our weekly newsletter with the latest posts and insights.

8/8/25, 2:52 PM The New Office Amenity: Electric-Vehicle Chargers - Knowledge Leader - Commercial Real Estate Content Hub

https://knowledge-leader.colliers.com/patrick-duffy/the-new-office-amenity-electric-vehicle-chargers/?utm_source=chatgpt.com 4/7

https://www.colliers.com/en/experts/patrick-duffy;
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fknowledge-leader.colliers.com%2Fpatrick-duffy%2Fthe-new-office-amenity-electric-vehicle-chargers%2F

